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TO THE 


I Rev. William Huntington, S. S. 


Revszend 81 R, 


Artaoucn the conteſt in which I 
have preſumed to engage, may, by a man poſſeſſing 
ach power as Mr. Huntington, be conſidered as un- 
equal, in a literal view, as was the engagement of 
David with Goliah ;—yet, being convinced in my own - 
You), that neither diſreſpect to you, nor particular 

attachment to Mr. T. Prieſtly (as you are both alike 
unknown to me, except in your publications) can 
influence my mind; nor can a hope of popularity, a; 
Jam no public teacher, ſtimulate to action: but, by 
an humble attempt to vindicate truth and ſupport an 
injured character, againſt the arch inventions and un- 
1uſtifiable invectives publiſhed in your Ba R BEA, I am 

!uced to take the field. 
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I neither wiſh for Satan's armour, ſpirit, nor 
ſword ; but hope to be cloathed with the whole ar- 
mour of God, with the ſhield of Faith, and the 
ſword of the Spirit; and though, Sir, in your own 
opinion, you are ſodivinely equipped, and ſo exceed- 
ingly mighty, that tis impoſſible to drive you from 
your ftrong holds, yet Sir a ſtrippling under divine 
aſſiſtance may diſcover your weakneſs :—and though 
he would not cut your throat with your own razor : | 
yet to /ather you with your ewn fuds, and ſhave you | 
with your our inſtrument might not materially injure 
you, but be made, under the bleſſing ef God the 
Spirit, a mean of encouragement to many, whom (by | 
your late wwork, intitled the BARBER) you have 
{ought to perplex, diſtreſs, harraſs, and caſt down. | 


The. apoſtle James has recorded, for the inſtruc- 
| tion of all the profeſſors of the Faith, as it is in Chriſt 
=. Jeſus, chap. 1, v. 19 and 20. Let every man be | 
| uit to hear, flow to ſpeak, flow to wrath. Solomon, | 

Prov. 17 chap. v. 27, declares, Ile that bas 
knowledge ſparet h his words > and a man of underſtand- 
ing is of an EXCELLENT SFIRIT. And in Eccle- | 
fialtes, chap. 7, v. 9, Be not haſty in thy ſpirit to 
be angry; for anger refleth in the beſom ef a fool. 
Prov. 14, Ve 17. He that is ſoon angry dealeth fool- 
i/zly. Which paſſages in the ſacred pages are in- 
conteſiable proofs, that, however the ſervants of 
Satan may Ciſcover to whom they appertain by thoſe 
arrows, even bitter words (Pſalm 64, v. 3) which 
they ſhoot at the Lord's people, yet they are incom- 
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patĩble with the ſpirit, by which the ſervants of 
Chriſt ſhould ſpeak ; and although, Sir, you may in 
Juſtification of your own conduct declare, that an ar- 
dent zeal for the honor of God, the truths of his 
Goſpel, the detection of hypocrites, and encourage- 
ment of the ſincere and truly awakened ſoul, were the 
only motives you had in view by undertaking to diſſect 
Mr. T. Preftley's Cir15sTIAan's LooxinG-GLass ; 
yet, if any perſon, whether profeſſor or profane, un- 
biaſſed by prejudice, uninfluenced by partiality, 
weighs your performance, conſiders its baſe ſcurrility, 
its virulence of declamation, and invidious alterca- 
tions, they muſt, from the mode of the addreſs and 
the perſonal invectives written, joined to what you 
have inſerted in the ggth page of the Barber, be com- 
pelled to declare, that anger hath reſted in your bo- 
ſom ; and ſought, like the rage of Saul toward David, 
an opportunity of darting a revengeful javelin ; and 
if your conſcience is not dumb or dead, ſtupified or 
ſenſeleſs, it muſt bear you witneſs that you have not 
written in the Spirit of Love, conſequently not in 
the Spirit of Ged. And however the Lord may have 
made you manifeſt in the conſciences of the Birming- 
ham aſſemblies, it is maniie{ that God the Spirit, in 


bis influence and operation, doth not direct your 


thoughts or guide your pen, with a ſpirit of cenſure 
to deſpiſe the perſons and labours of God's ſervants, 
and by ſoutiding your own wiidom, proclaiming your 
6x1 uſefulneſs, and magnifying your own might, as: 
ſuperior to any other ambaſſador from the Lord, 
frive to paint their perſons ridiculous, their ſervice 

in 


/ 
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in we Lord's vineyarl unneceſſary and aſcleſs, = 
their knowledge in divine things, when put in com- 
petition with yours, like the glow-worms' glimmers, 
when compared with the ſun, ſhining in his meridian 
ſplendor. 


Flaſhes of wit, and flouriſhes of * may be 
pleaſant and ſuitable for the infatuated mortals 


who aſſemble in thoſe haunts of vice, deception and 


carnal amuſement, che play houſes: or may obtain 
eclat from the attendants of the different forums (de- 
ſigned chiefly for the purpoſe of ridiculing every ſe- 
rious idea, and advancing the kingdom of the God 
of this World) but are not neceſſary ingredients for 
circumſtantiating divine truth; 'tis its peculiar pro- 
perty to ftand forth uncovered without ſhame, no im- 
proper arms are neceſſary, they only ſerve to inva- 
lidate its force, | 


Chriſt would not have his people w/e finging ſer” 
pents, but as ag as ſerfents, St. Paul, in his Epiſtle 


tothe Romans, 12 chap. v. 3, exhorts the Romans, 


and with them every diſciple of Chriſt, Not 10 
THINK OF HIMSELF more highly than HE OUGHT 
TO THINK, but to think ſoberly according as God has 
dealt to every man the meaſure of bis faith. I do not, 
Sir, poſitively declare that this paſlage is applicable 
unto you, but God faith, by their FRUIT ye ſpall know 
them, Paul was afſured many of the Romans thought 
too highly of themſelves, were too arrogant, took, 
as the Children of Iſrael did of the manna, mere than was 
their meaſure ; he cautioned them not to detract others 

who 
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who might have ſuperior, equal, or nearly equal, 
abilities with themſelves ;—not to glory in their gifcs 
as if they were not received, or, as though they came 
from their own ſagacity, penctration or induſtry, but 
to conſider ſoberly, that all their wiſdom, gifts and 
abilities came from God, the fountain of wiſdom and 
the giver of every good gift. Some people are, as 
Solomon obſerved, wiſe in their own conceits : Paul 
cautioned the Romans of this crime, Romans, chap. 
12, v. 16. and Solomon ſaid (ſpeaking of ſuch a cha - 
rater) There is more hope of a fool; a fool may learn 
wiſdom becauſe he will hear inſtruction, but he, who 
conſidereth himſelf perfe& in wiſdom, ſcorneth to be 
taught. Tis poſſible in this reſpect to be too wiſe 
as well as in other reſpects to be too ſimple, too care - 
ful as well as too negligent, too haſty as well as too 
flow : Eccles. 7 chap, v. 16, Be not righteous overmuch, 
neither make thyſelf too wiſe. Prov. 25 chap. v. 16, 
If thou haſt found honey, eat ſo much as is ſufficient for 
thee. 


Satan, the prince of darkneſs, while the ſoul is his 
willing captive, permits it to go on without perplexity; 
but, as ſoon as he finds the ſoul, in ſpite of his power, 
has got a ray of divine knowledge darted into it, he 
exerciſes all his force to puff it up, and with pride and 
vanity, ſeeks to find an equilibrium for ignorance and 
darkneſs, Paul was almoſt puffed up with the multi- 
tude of revelations, but had a thorn in the fleſh, a mei- 
fenger from Satan to buffet him ; he felt it, mourned 
over it, and ſought its removal. But, Sir, what 
mark do you diſcover of your feeling a thorn in the 

fleſh ? 
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| 
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fleſh ? what evidence do you give of your mourning 
On account of the buffetings of Satan ?—what mani- 
feſtation do you evince, that you ſuppoſe you poſſeſs 
any imperfection that ſhould be removed? Alas! 


alas! pride, ſelf-conceit, flander and revenge are 


nurſed in your boſom, and ſeek anwarrantable oppor- 
tunities to emit, through the medium of the preſs, 
their helliſh venom. Are theſe proofs of the opera- 
tion of the Spirit of God on the Soul? Are theſe 
evidences of Chriſt Jeſus being formed in the heart ? 
Rather, Sir, may it not be ſaid of you, what David's 
enemy ſaid (reproachfully) of him, Pſalm 41. v. 8, 
An evil diſeaſe cleaveth faſt unto him. Or may not 
thoſe words in the 52 Pſalm, 1f 2d and zd verſes, be 
with propriety applied unto you, Why boaſteft thou 
THYSELF IN MISCHIEF, O wickTY man? 
The goodneſs of God endureth continually. Thy tongue 
deviſeth miſchiefs : hke a $HARP Razor, working 
eceitfully. Thou loweſt evi more than good: and 
lying rather than to ſpeak righteouſneſs. | 


Slander, Sir, is one of the Devil's rankeſt poiſons; tis 
one of the principal agents he employs to work in the 


hearts of wicked and malicious men; and the more 


proud and ſelf-willed they are, the more they blow out 
with their ill-ſavoured and ſtinking breaths, the ſhame- 
ful blaſts of ſlander, by which the children of God have 


their good name ſometimes defamed, their ſincerity 


lightly eſteemed, their peace in meaſure deſtroyed, 


and their joy in meaſure ſhaken ; and often with bit- 


ter tears and cries are they found at the throne of 


grace, praying to be delivered from their tormenting 


ſlanderers, 
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flanderers. The men that Moſes ſent to ſearch the 
land, by bringing up a ſlander upon the land, died by 
the plague, Numb. chap. 14, 36th and 37th verſes 
And although, fir, you have not brought up a ſlander 
upon the land, by <vhich the people murmur, yet, who- 
ever has read what you have written in the BARBIE, 
cannot but acknowledge that you have ſlandered Mr. 
T. Prieſtley, and Solomon, in Prov. 10 chap. v. 18, 
declares, ne that uttereth a Vander is a fool, Is flander, 
fir, one of the peaceful fruits of righteouſneſs ? Does 
it diſcover a man to be under the reign of grace, or 
the reign of ſatan ? Is it the ſpirit of achriſtian, or 
the ſpirit of the devil? Where, in the whole volume 
of inſpiration, can we find one perſon, who, we have 
reaſon to believe, was a veſſel choſen to eternal honour, 
that delighted in the filthy and deteſtable puddle of 
flander. Even heathens, who knew nothing of 
Jacob's Jehovah, and had never been privileged witlran 
opportunity of ſearching the ſacred page of holy writ, 
beheld ſlander with the greateſt abhorrence. Chilon 
ſaid, “an evil tongue is ſharper than a ſword.” 
Hermes exclaims, ** Suffer not thy hands to write, 
nor thy tongue to ſpeak that which is evil of thy fel- 
low clay,” 


It is, fir, a chriſtian's duty not only to clothe, 
but pity the naked; if we ſee our brother naked, 
to triumph over his nakedneſs, and expoſe, ſcorn, 
and deride him, muſt be offenſive in the fight of 
God. Cham did not obtain a bleſſing by diſco- 
vering his father's nakedneſs, and going and telling 

B his 
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his brethren without,—but a curſe on himſelf and 
poſterity—Geneſis chap. g—22 to 27 verſes ; it was 
not merely the fight, but the pleaſure with which he 
beheld it, that diſpleaſed the Almighty. The Edo- 
mites, in Obediah, 12 verſe, are reproved for looking 
at the affliction of their brethren, becauſe they rejoiced 
zo ſee it: Job's friends looked upon his affliction, and 
were not reproved, becauſe they forroaved to fee his 
| ſorrows, There is a wile, as well as a fooliſh eye: 
| the wiſe eye, like the bee, gathers honey from weeds, 
| the fooliſh eye, like the ſpider, gathers poiſon from 

flowers. The fight of the ſame object operates dif- 
1 ferently — according to the different diſpoſition of the 
j mind ; God permitted Abraham to ſee the flames of 
Sodom, but forbad Lot the fight. 


Cham, when he became a ſcorner, s0VGRT to in- 
fluence his brethrex to become corners alſo ; had Cham, 
when he diſcovered a moat in his father's eye, pulled 
the beam out of his own eye, he had not entreated 
his brethren to join him in 7r:umphing over a ſight of 
his father's nakedneſs, Agar, when he had contraſted 
his follies with the follies of others, ſaid, Prov. 30 
Chap. v. 2.——ſurely I am more brutiſh than any F 
man When Judah had conſidered Thamar's ſins, 7 
he conſidered his own, and ſaid, Gen. g8—fhe iT 
more righteous than I. There are a deſcription of ³ 
men who appear aſhamed of other men's faults, but 
not of their own ; they delight to accuſe, and are ne- 
ver more happy than they are in that employment. If 
they eſpy a ſmall fault in a brother, they aggrandize its 

| x bulk, 
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bulk, —and if they cannot find, they muſt roner 
one; ſuch people bear a ſtrong reſemblance of the 
devil, and in Revelation, chap, 12, v. 10. the devil 
is called by their name the accuszR of the brethren, 
The apoſtle James gives an awful account of ſuch peo- 
ple's tongues, in the third chapter of his epiltles, v. 6, 


ſet on fire by hell, 


Whatever, fir, was your deſign in ſlandering Mr, 
T. Prieſtley, and ſhooting forth the poiſoned arrows 
of unwarrantable ſatire, from the potent bow of your 
inventive faculties, I cannot poſitively determine; 
but, according to the light given unto me from above, 
I muſt declare it as my firm opinion, that Satan had 
the greateſt ſhare in dictating it; and if you, ſir, did 


not know what you were at, when writing the Bazzs8, 


the devil did. (ſee 64 page Banner) 


 RecolleR, fir, what is not of God, is of the devil; 
and whatever hath a tendency to confound the minds, 
or diſturb the peace of the ſincere followers of Chriſt, 
whether babes, young men, or fathers ; whatever is 
= publiſhed that can directly or indirectly be a mean of 

= advancing the devil's intereſt ; whatever may be in. 

© jurious to the cauſe and intereſt of Chriſt, the promul- 
gation of the goſpel, and the belief of the faith once 


delivered to the ſaints, cannot be dictated by God the 
Spirit. And, although Noah was once intemperate, 
David once incontinent, and Peter once unfaithful— 


Vet, we find they Were pardoned, and committed no 
B 2 repetitions 
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repetitions of thoſe attrocious crimes ; but what, 'fir, 
can be thought of you, who appear to glory in pol- 
ſeſſing abilities to ridicule the ſervants of Chriſt, re- 
joicing in an opportunity of making unjuſt obſerva- 
tions on their publications and preachings? If Ijudge 
by your continuance in ſelf conceit, and by the delight 
in flander which you manifeſtly diſcover, I am in- 
clined to conclude, that you never will be fatisfied, 
except you are acknowledged by al Chriſt's miniſters 
and people, as the wonderful prophet of the eighteenth 
century—and they tacitly ſubmit to come to your 
ſcheols to be taught, buy your books, hear your lec- 
tures of pervertion, and learn paſſive obedience and 
non- reſiſtance to YOUR SPIRIT and SENTIMENTS. 
Humility, fir, is an adorning grace of the goſpel ; he 
that is called Wifdom, ſaith, Matt. chap. 11, v. 29» 
learn of me to be humble, If he reproved, he avoided 
harſhneſs, and diſcovered compaſſion ; if he con- 
demned any, it was not with bitterneſs of ſpeech. In 
Numb, 12 chap. v. 3. the a man before Solo- 
mon is called the meekeſ/t man upon earth, The apoſtle 
James, deſcribing the wiſdom which is from above, 
calleth it gentle wiſdom, Humility with our know- 
ledge of divine things may be called one evidence of 
poverty in ſpirit; as the ark did more harm than good 
to the Philiſtines, ſo doth knowledge without poverty 
in ſpirit —Humility cannot preſide where s ELI 
glory has its ſeat ;—St. Paul knew this, and ſaid 1er 
him that glorieth glory in the Lord. If, ſir, you really 
poſſeſs the grace of humility, candour muſt declare 
| you 
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you give a flrange proof of it by your carriage and 
conduct towards the ſervants of Chriſt ; and that the 
propenſity there is in you, to defpiſe and condemn 
them, is a bad ſign of your poſſeſſing true wiſdom · 
As the phariſee ſaid, I am not lite this publican, and 
ſpoke truth, though not in the ſenſe he meant, but 
the reverſe : ſo me high minded people, fir, in our 


day, by attempting to deſpiſe others, declare the 


truth of their own ſtate unintentionally, 


Having, fir, already dwelt longer i my addreſs to 
you by letter, than I primarily intended, I ſhall con- 
clude, — To that God auho knoxweth the heart, and trieth 
the reins of the children of men, I can appeal, that it 
was not pride—envy—malice, or a wiſh to ſow the 
feeds of diſcord that induced me to take up my pen; 
but from a firm perſuaſion that you have perverted the 
author's ſenſe of many of your extracts from the 
CHRISTIAN's LookinG-GLass, and ſtrove with de- 
famatory expreſſions to injure him. And, however I 
have expoſed myſelf to the powerful artillery of your 
wit, however I may be called a fool for meddling, or 
whatever ſhot you may forge and fire, I am conſcious 
what I have, and what I may advance is meant fcr 
good. And with praying that God in rich mercy, 
may, fir, give you, and all his choſen and ele pec- 
ple more of the ſpirit of peace—love—unanimity— 
and concord, that we may be ſlow to wrath—and in 
all our polemical writings, eſpecially on the faith of 
the goſpel, diſcover coolneſs and liberality : that 


gainſayers may be convinced that the religion of 
Jeſus 
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Jeſus is not in word only: and God grant that we 
may not, by reviling one another who profeſs the 


ſame faith, open a large and extenſive field for the 
ſceptic and infidel to range in, 


I remain, ſir, 
with earneft prayer 
for your ſoul's proſperity, 
3 Mechanic—but no Preacher. 


MIDDLESEX, 


January, 1791. 
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To the READER. 


A® my deſign, in this little piece, is not to diſcover 

theexcellency of ſpeech of man's wiſdom, but to de- 
clare my conſtructions of ſundry ſentences, abfracted 
by the Rev. William Huntington, S. S. from the 
CnrisTIAN's LookinG-GLass, publiſhed by the 
Rev. T. Prieſtley, you muſt not expect the flowery 
ſtile and beautiful elegance of polite literature, Nor 
muſt the nice eye of the ſtrict grammarian be offended 
with any ſmall deviation from rectitude, but paſs it . 
over as the blunder of a mechanic. 4 


Mr. Huntington has exerciſed liberality of opinion 4 
in his anſwers to the different quotations from the . 
Lookxinc-GLass. Under the influence of the Spirit 

of God, I purpoſe exerciſing a meaſure of the ſame | 
liberty upon both works, and ſhall attempt, as con- Y 
ciſe as poſſible, to elucidate thoſe ſentences in the '| 
LooxinG-GLas which Mr. Huntington allerts are 4 
unſound divinity, 0 


It is not my intention to comment upon every 
Quotation and Anſwer, but to confine myſelf chie fly 
to thoſe which appear as the ground-work ; and by 

removing 


— 
— 
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removing the principal objections, the dependant 
ones muſt unavoidably fall. I purpoſe followiag Mr. 
we plan of Quot. and Anſw. but with 
theſe additions, that B. ſhall' intend Barber, and L. 
Looking-Glaſs; and may God crown with a divine 


| bleſling my endeavours, and make me inſtrumental of 


good to every one that ſhall read theſe remarks, and 
to him ſhall all the praiſe be given, 


XR K 8, &c. 
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B. Quor. H E keeps our wiſe men all at a bay; 
all at a loſs and not one at a point; whether to call 
his productions the effects of inſanity or intoxication, 
for my own part, if I might be allowed to give my 
& judgment, as one that hath obtained mercy of the Lord 
« to be faithful, I believe they are a compolition. of 
„ hoth.” 


Anſw. Feſtus, when he ſpoke to Paul, as in Acts, 26 
chap. v. 24, made a very wrong application of Paul's 
learning, when he ſaid, Mach learning doth make thee 
mad, Had Paul been as proud of his learning as 
Feſlus was of his honor, the aſſertion might have been 
true: ſo if Mr. T. Prieſtley was as fond of wine as 
Mr. Huntington is of diſplaying his vein of natural 


wit, he would be a grunlard and a madman, 


L. | Quot. 


12 ] 


L. Qvor. It is an eternal honor to bring an 
* handful of goat's hair into ſuch an infinitely glorious 
*« building, which is to ſtand for ever, when not a 
e wreck ſhall be left behind of all the gaudy honors 
* this world has got to ſhew.“ 


B. Quort. If ſuch a trifle as an handful of 
* goat's hair, brought into the temple of the Holy 
“ Ghoſt, intitles a man to eternal honor, what ho- 
* nors, ſuppoſe you, is he worthy of (though a 
« wolf) who brings ſuch a valuable article as a 
* ſheep's ſkin into the Church of God?“ 


Anſw. God ſaid, 1 Sam. 2 chap. 30 v. Them that 
hangr me I will honor, and they that deſpiſe me ſhall be 
light'y efleemed and our Lord, in Mat. 18 chap. v. 
10, faith, Take heed that ye defhiſe not one of theſe little 
ones, That honor the Lord has promiſed his people 
is an eternal honor; and when not only the gaudy 
honors of this world ſhall be left behind, but the ſheep 
of Chriſt ſhall be gathered to their eternal home, 
then, and not till chen, will it appear who were ſheep, 
and who were wolves in ſheep's cloathing; who, by 
attempting to vecetve the ſheep, like wolves, ſought 
to butcher them. God ſaid to Daniel in the laſt verſe 
of his prophecies, Go thy way, and ftandin TAY LOT 
at the end of the days, 

L. Quor. © That which I wiſh particularly to aim 
„ at is, to demonſtrate to the chriſtian himſelf, the 
* change made in the underſtanding is ſuch as is pecu- 
6 ljar to the child of God, and that God is the ſole 


& author of it.“ . 
.C B. Quor. 
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B. Quor. © Timothy Prieſtley begins kis de- 


„begins at the heart.“ 


e ſcription of the neav bir) ficlt at the head, but God 


Anſw. As is the heart, ſo is the 3 


taken diverſely in ſcripture; the underſtanding is put 


for the natural faculty of the ſoul, in Luke, 24 chap. 
v. 10, O fools and flow of HEART ts believe all that 
the prophets have ſpcken. The Pfalmiſt, in the 119th 
Pſalm, v. 3, connects the underſtanding and heart: 


Give me underflanding and I ſhall keep thy law 5 yea, TI 


ſhall ob ſerwe it with my WHOLE HEART, It is applied 
to the heart, 1 Kings, 3 chap. v. 12, Lo, I have given 
thee a wiſe and an UNDERSTANDING HEART. And 


by Chriſt, in Mat. 13 chap. v. 15, For this peoples“ 
heart is waxed groſs, and their ears are dull of hearing, 
and their eyes they have cloſed, left at any time they 
ſhould fee with their eyes, hear with their ears, and ſhould 


underſtand with their HART, and ſhould be converted, 


and I ſhould heal them. 


Sacred Scripture plainly defcribes three ways in 
which we may be ſaid to underſtand, namely, naturally, 
ſupernaturally, and ſpiritually : firſt naturally, 2 Sam- 
3 chap. v. 37, All the people, and all Iſrael underſtood 
that day that it was not of the king 10 flay Abner the ſon 
ef Ner. Paul in writing to the Corinthians, 1 Epiſt. 
1 chap. v. 19, ſpeaking of the natural underſtanding, 
faith, II is written (referring moſt probably to the 
book of Job, 5 chap. 12 and 13 verſes: I vill de- 
ftroy the wiſdom of the ewiſe, and bring to nothing the 


UNDERSTANDING of the FOOLISH. 


Joſeph had a ſupernatural underſtanding ; after 
Pharoah had been ſpeaking to him concerning hig 


dream 


E 9.3 


dream, Geneſis, 41 chap. v. 15 he declares, I have 
heard ſay of thee that thou canſt underſtand a dream to | 
interpret it. Nebuchadnezzar, in Dan. chap. 4, v. 9,de- 
clares his belief of Daniel's ſupernatural underſtanding. 
Tell me the viſtons of my dreams and the interpretations 
thereof. Balaam had a ſupernatural underſtanding, 
Numb. 2g, v. 5, it is recorded, God put a word in Ba- 
 laam's mouth, and ſaid, return unto Balak, and thus thou 

Jhalt ſpeak. Paul, in Hebrews, 11 chap. v. 3, ſpeaking 
of the ſupernatural underſtanding, faith, By <uhich 
we underfland the worlds were made, Many do be- 
lieve thoſe things as Balaam prophecied, whoſe under- 
ſtandings are not /avingly enlightened. 


The change made in the underſtanding, Mr. T. 
Prieſtley obſerves, is ſuch as is peculiar to a child of 
God; thoſe only poſſeſs this enlightened underſtanding 
who are born of the ſpirit. David appears to aliude 
to this ſpiritually enlightened underPanding in the 
119 pſalm, v. 100, I underſtand more than the ancients, 
becauſe 1 have kept thy precepts : hus delizht was in the 
law of God after the inner man. Paul, in his Epiſtle 
to the Epheſians, 1 chap. v. 18, ſpeaks of this ſpiri- 
tual underſtanding ; The ger of your underſtanding | 
being enlightened that ye may know what is the hope of 


his calling, and what is theriches of the glory of his 1y- 
HERITANCE IN T HE SAInTs, Chit, in Mat. 13 


chap. v. 11, (ſpeaking to his apoſtles of their under- 
ſtandings being ſpiri.ually enl:ghtened) faith, J. is 
given t0 you to know the myſteries of the kingdom, but t1 
them it is not given, 


C2 Palaam, 
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of Chriſt muſt poſſeſs the pirit of God, and thoſe 


© $8 

Balaam, Saul, and others, recorded in ſcripture, in- 
diſputably had natural and ſupernatural illuminations, 
although they were not BoRNn of the ſpirit, and no 
ſoul whatever can be Born of %he ſpirit, but what 
hath its underſtanding ſpiritually enlightened, for all 
who underſtand ſpiritually ia their hearts, Chriſt de- 
clared, Mat. 13, v. 15, HE ſhould heal them. The 
apoſtle Paul ſpeaks largely and explicitly on the na- 
ture of ſpiritual underſtanding, 1 Epiſt. Corinth, 2 


chap. from 9 to 14 verſes, to which whole quota tion 


I refer my reader, as it is my deſign to make theſe re- 
marks as ſhort as poſſible. From what few evidences 
I have been led to point out from the ſacred pages of 
natural, ſupernatural, and Hpiritual underſtanding, I 
hope it doth appear obvious that Mr. T. Prieſtley, in 


ſaying, that the change a chriſtian experiences ix his 


underſtanding is peculiar to a child of God; and that 
all who are born of the ſpirit, have their underſtandings 
enlightened in ſuch a manner, as diſtinguiſhes them 
from all the unregenerate in the world, has not devi- 
ated from ſcripture and experience; and however Mr. 
Huntington may endeavour to confute the propriety 
of thoſe ſentences, and call what they intend to 


convey head work, none ever had their underſtandings 
Ipiritually enlightened, but thoſe whoſe fouls were 


BORN of the ſpirit. Natural and ſupernatural illumi- 
nation in the underſtanding many may have, and fink 
at laſt in the deep of eternal damnation; but thoſe 


who have their underſtandings ſpiritually enlightened, 


poſſeſs the mind of Chriſt, thoſe who poſleſs the mind 


who 
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who are born of the ſpirit, alone can know the things 


of the ſpirit, for the natural man receiveth not the 
things of the ſpirit of God, 


L. Qvor. God, who gives as a ſovereigns 
gives to all bis people ſuch an ability to diſcern i- 
* ritual objects, which the wiſeſt men in the world (in 
natural things) are totally ſtrangers unto,” 


L. Qvor. This gift is a peculiar favour, 
* and wholly undeſerved, and is a poſitive pledge of 
* their having been everlaſtingly loved.” 


B. Qvor. © Then Balaam was none of the wiſe 
&* men of this world - nor the ſeventy elders of Iſrael 
„ all theſe had abilities to diſcern ſpiritual objects, 
and yet appear to be nothing eHe but the wiſe men 
„of this world.” 


B. Quort. If this enlightened underſtanding is: 
« a poſitive pledge of a man's being loved with an 
&« everlaſting love, how awfully miſtaken, how ſu- 
« preme in ſeduction, and what a ſea of blood will be 
& required at the hands of the apoſtle Paul.” 


Anſw. *Tis a ſtrange ſubvertion of Mr. T. Prieſt- 


ley's ſentence, to ſuppoſe, when he ſpeaks of the abi- 
lity to diſeern ſpiritual objes—and the ſpiritually en- 
lightened underſtanding of God's own people, his choſen, 
his called, according to the election of grace, that he 


means to ſet down ſuch ſupernatural illuminations as 
Balaam, 
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Balaam, —king Saul, — the elders,— Judas, and others 


were endowed with; as being derived from the work 
of the ſpirit on the ſoul. The underſtanding en- 
lightened by the operation of God the ſpirit on the 
ſoul, is as different from what they poſſeſſed, and all 
ſuch as they do poſſeſs, as the ſacred volume of divine 
inſpiration, is from the fictitious page of Mahomed's 
alcoran ;—or, as was the ſupernatural underſtanding 
of the witch of Endor, when compared with what the 
ſoul of Samuel the ſeer knew, - when by her magic 
powers ſhe ſought to raiſe him from the tomb. 


L. Quor. If all who were enlightened would 
& more particularly conſider the darkneſs they were 


once in, they would be more ſenſible the change 


* made in them could originate 1n none but God,” 


B. Quor. * A man may be enlightened to ſee 
& ten times more than ever Mr, T. Prieſtley ſaw, and 
©: yet be as ignorant and as deſtitute of a ſaving faith 
„% as Simon Magus himſelf. There may be taſting 
« where there is no eating, and light in the head when 
* there is no unction in the heart,--the lamp Ew the 
* wicked ſhall be put out,” 


Anſw. The ſoul ſpiritually enlightened, having 
once 1n reality taſted that the Lord is gracious, feeds 
on him by a living faith; —and having fed on Chriſt 
by faith, is not only made ſenſible of the va ue of his 
proviion, but cannot reſt ſatisfied with huſks,—lIt is 


not light in his head that leads, inclines, and enables 
him 


1 

him to feed on Chriſt—his light is not of that kind 
Simon Magus had, he does not ſeek to purchaſe the 
Eoly Gho!t ;—but, having his anderſtanding enlight- 
ened by the indwelling unction of God the ſpirit in 
his heart, he poſſeſſes a lamp that cannot go out, a ſeed 
that will remain, a power that the united legions of 
devils and damned ſpirits, joined with all their num- 
berleſs agents and emillarics on earth, cannot wreſt 
from him, And, although he may at times feel ſome 
ebulitions or ſtirrings of remaining corruptions, tho? 
apparent darkneſs may diſcomfit, and Satan may diſ- 
treſs his mind for a ſeaſon, yet he may ſay, my founda- 
tion flands firm, I ſha'l not be moved, my heart is fixed, 
O God ! my heart is fixed, 


Whether Mr. T. Prieſtley or Mr. William Hun- 
tington have been ſaving'y illuminated; I will not 
pretend to determine ; and however they may differ in 
their manner of expreſſion, I hype they are called by 
the /ame calling—enlightened by the /ame ſpirit— 
ſervants of the /ame Lord—labourers in the ſame vine- 
yard travel lers on the ſame road—and will arrive at 


the ſame haven. 


L. Quor. If his deſires are 2o7v to walk in the 
* ſpirit, and not to fulfil the luſts of the fleſh.” 


B. Quor. It is not deſires after Chriſt that will 
give ſatisfaction.“ 


Anſw, . 
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Anſw. There never was a ſoul that, under the ſay- 
ing influence of the ſpirit of God. had one real deſire to 
walk in the ſpirit, but what wes born of God, and 
created anew in Chriſt Feſus, and 'tis impoſſible for a 
ſoul to reſt ſatisfied with defires only, though further 
- evidences may not inſtantaneouſly appear the deſire ac- 
compliſhed would certainly be ſweet unto ſuch a ſoul. 
But every ſincere and truly enlightened chriſtian has not 
arrived at that height of aſſurance, and ſtrength of 
faith, as the author of the Bax BER may be ſuppoſed 
to have attained; therefore to encourage thoſe ſouls 
who are mourning for, and doubting of the accom- 
-pliſhment of ſuch holy deſires, is not an endeavour to 
ſet the ſinner down ſhort of the promjed reſt, but an 

attempt to 1% up the hands that hang down, 


as. a at -- os” on / Er 6d as oa a 2 


| 
| | L. Quor. * The very deſire of the light of God's « 
| | „ countenance, is a poſitive proof of the ſoul's being « 
-* renewed.” 0 
| 
| 
| 


B. Quor. © This defire ſeemed to be very ſtrong 
e in Saul, when he went to the witch of Endor ;— F 
* nor was Balaam without this deſire; nor was this 
„ defire weak in Cain. All theſe ſeem to ne to have A 
had ſtrong deſires after the light of God's counte- a 
& nance; and yet they were never renewed in the ſpirit 
* of their minds, nor were their de/ires ever granted.“ 


Anſw. The ſoul that has a ſpiritual deſire after the 
light of God's countenance, never flies to the infernal 
powers of witchcraft, never expects the accompliſh- 

ment 


1251 
ment of its deſire throꝰ the medium of helliſh darkneſs, 
never, like Balaam, can delight in, and love the wages 
of unrighteouſneſs, nor can he ever be driven to that 
depth of horror and deſpondency, or experience theſe 
awful ſenſations which accurſed Cain felt; when, after 
hearing his dreadful ſentence from God, he cried out, 


from thy face fhall I be hid! And however ſtrong their 


deſires were,—yet tis as impoſſible for that ſoul which 
hath from the ſpecial influence of the ſpirit of 

the heart, poured forth one breath of defire after the 
light of God's countenance, to be loſt; as it is im- 
poſſible for finite worms to tear Jehovah from his 
throne. —The deſire of the righteous ſhall be granted, and 
none all pluck Chriſt's ſheep out of his hand. 


L. Quor. © Thoſe who have been privileged 
* with a gead education, and have been kept from open 
s fin, ſeldom can tell in ſo particular a manner as others 
& who have been brought up in fin and darkneſs,” - 


B. Quor, Paul is a fingular inftance to diſ- 


« prove this lye, who was privileged with a good 


education; and ſo far kept from open fin, that, as 


et touching the righteouſneſs of the Iawv, he avas blame- 


40 leſs,” 


Anſw. *Tis true, Paul, according to the day, 
and under the diſpenſation in which he was educated, 
had a good education; he was inſtructed by his phari- 
ſaical tutors to expect ſalvation by the righteouſneſs 


of the law, had built his hopes of heaven on the works 
of 
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of the law, and having imbibed in his mind, through 
his good education being added to the natural pride of 
his heart,—a powerful abhorance of any other way of 
juſtification than that which his pride and education 
pointed him unto,—he de/piſed—perſecuted and ſought 
to ſlay the followers of Chrift Feſus. And although his 
education, as conſidered in elf, may be called good; 
yet its endency appeared conſpicuouſly bad; and the 
Lord in a very extraordinary manner, convinced him 
of his errors, converted him by his power, and re- 
newed him by his grace. The ſame power muſt be 
exerted, the ſame grace communicated, and the ſame 
light imparted, to call,—renew,—and enlighten, 
every choſen and elect ſoul ; though the mean of con- 
veyance, may not be ſo reſplendent and remarkable 
as it was in Paul's converſion; and to this day it is 
obſervable, that thoſe believers who, like Paul, have 
had a phariſaical education, added to the natural en- 
mity that there is in the ungenerate heart towards 
Chriſt, generally, like Paul, can remember the time 
when,—the place where,—and the manner how they 
were firſt awakened, while ſome who have, during 
their education, heard the nature, uſe and deſign of 
the law explained, and the way of ſalvation upon goſ- 
pel principles, ſounded repeatedly in their ears, have 
been gradually led by the ſpirit of God, to loſe the 


natural enmity which there was in their hearts to- 


wards Chriſt, and are frequently at a loſs to know 
when the change really took place. To encourage 
che doubting ſoul thus ſituate, is the duty of every 
goſpel miniſter, and not to inſinuate his belief, that 

thoſe 
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thoſe whoſe converſion was not as remarkable as his 
own, are hypocrites, 


L. Quor. © There are ſome who fear all their 
* knowledge will prove ſpurious, becauſe they ne- 
« ver had ſuch a law-work as they hear ſome others 
have had; meaſuring ourſelves by others, and over- 
* looking the word of God, has been a common miſ- 
* take. Many of Zions travellers have heen alarmed 
* by this folly, and have created themſelves many an 
© hour's ſorrow, * 


B. Quor. It ſhould have been, many an Hypo- 
te crite in Zion has been, and will be alarmed, ſooner or 
© later, by this folly of comparing themſelves with ſuch 
« as are only blind guides and perverters of the ſcrip- 
** ture, who walk ix craftineſs, and handle the ward of 


% God deceitfully.”? 


Anſw. There are many ſouls who have been led to 
ſee and feel that they have no richcouſnefs of their 
own, that the law was added becau ife of trenſgrefſe 22, 
that fin by the law miglit become exceeding finjul, 1 he 
wrath of a ſin- avenging God hath been revealed from 
Heaven again i them, they have Jeit the ponderous 
weight of cheir ins, have fled to Chriſt as their only 
hope, they have, by the fpirit's teachings, been conyine 
ced that the dung of their merit and r2g75 of their 
righteorſneſs cannot quench the burning throne, and 
that nothing can quench it but the blood of the Lamb; 


they have ſcen the ſtorm, beheld the teinpell, felt 
D 2 thor 
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their bondage, fled to Chriſt, and been made free by 


him, without experiencing ſo many horrors of mind, 
terrors of ſoul, and ſhakings over the yawning gulph 
of the bottomleſs pit as others have ; therefore in this 
ſenſe they may be faid not to have had ſuch a las- 
work as others have had, and meaſuring themſelyes by 
others, often occafions them many an hour's /orrow. 
If Mr. Huntington brands every travellet towards 
Zion with the name of hypocrite who has not felt 
thoſe terrors which probably he may have, felt, he 

muſt ſtand almoſt alone; at leaft, be n SAPE 
Evie to very few, and an encourager of diſtreſs in 


the boſom of thouſands of Zion's travellers, 7 


L. Quor. * It is not the mijieitude of ow yords 
„but how our minds lay Hold on an nn 
& God.” 4 


B. Quor. * Nor is an inviſible God the objefd 
— of our hold.“ 


Anſw. That God is inviſible, and not to be ſeen 


with carnal eyes, ſcripture affords inconteſtible proofs, 


1 Epiſt. John, 4 chap. v. 2. John's Goſpel, 1 chap. 
v. 18, No man hath SEEN God at any time. Exodus 33, 
v. 20, Thou canſt not 8 my face, for there ſhall no 
mau SEE me and live, 1 Epiſt. Timothy, 6 chap. v. 
36, Who only hath immortality dwelling in the light 
which noman CAN approach unto, whom No man HATH 
SEEN nor can 8EE. Tis true, God appeared to 


Abraham, n 18, v 1, and ſhewed himſelf to the 
If ane 
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Iſraelites, Deut. chap. 5, v. 24, giving them, donbt- 
ſeſs, ſome outward figns whereby they were certain 
of his prefence ; but they did not ſee his fpiritual 
ſubſtance or eſſence ; in that reſpect, he hath declared 
himſelf inviſible; and although the mind of the believer 
lays hold of God by faith, as ſhining in the perſon 
of Chriſt, the covenant head, the incarnate divinity, 
nuho being very God became man, that he might, by the 
once offering up of himſelf for ever, perfect thoſe who are 
fantlified; yet his mind lays hold on an inviſible God, 
as his ſpiritual ſubſtance or eſſence is inviſeb/e to the 
natural eye, 


Having, through divine afliſtance, written as much 
as muſt convince every ſerious and impartial reader 
what is the difference between an underſtanding na- 
turally, ſupernaturally, and ſpritually enlightened, 
having proved that tis poſſible to poſſeſs the light of 
the two former, and be dark in the latter, while a 
man though a fool in the former, may be wiſe in the 
latter; having ſhewn, that Mr. T. Prieſtley could not 
ſpeak of the enlightened, or ſpiritual underſtanding, 
of thoſe born of the ſpirit of God without including 
heart work; having made ſome ſhort obſervations on 
the deſires of the renewed ſoul, after the light of God's 


countenance, the advantages and diſadvantages of edu- 
cation, and by contraſting ſome of the principal ſen- 


tences which Mr. Huntington has extracted from the 
firſt part of the CRISTIAx's LookinG-GLass, with 
ſome of his own ſentences from the Bax BER; proved 
that he has by unjuſt cenſure, and ſhrewd pervertions, 
ridiculed 
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ridiculed the author, and rendered the plain meaning, 
and ſound doctrine therein contained, dark and ob- 
ſtruſe; I ſhall paſs over as infignificant, and unde- 
ſerving a remark, all thoſe ſilly, trivial, and unargu- 
mentative an{wers, he has made to his other quotations 
from the CHRISTIAN'Ss LookinG-Gr ass, *till the 
ſixty-firſt page of the Bax BER; aſſured that babes like 
myſelf, in knowledge and in experience of divine 
things, muſt diſcover their emptineſs and view their 
deſign: and may the great head of his church con- 
vince Mr, Huntington, that he has unjuſtly flandered 
Mr. T. Prieſtley, and with, I fear, a bad intention, 
ſought to prove, by dire poſitives, diveſted of ſound 
ſcriptural argument, that the CuxisTIan's Look- 


1x6 Glass (by him written) is only a deſcription of 


hypocrites. 


L. Quort. * Having taken notice of the change 
* made in the underſtanding by regeneration, Iwould, 
* ſecondly, ſhew how thoſe who are born of the ſpi- 
&« rit, are ſaid to be made partakers of the divine na- 
& ture, This is not by a participation of the divine 
t efſence, which is incommunicable to any creature. 


B. QuorT. „In this laſt quotation, reader, you 
** may ſee the devil and Timothy too, Take notice 
* here, the chriſtian is allowed to be a partaker of the 
divine nature, but not of the divine eſſence. Timothy 
«© ſeems to me, to deny the Saviour and the Holy 
ͤGhoſt to he eſſentially God, becauſe the ſaints are 
* not partakers of the divine eſſence,” 


Anſw. 
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Anſw. The divine eſſence is incommunicable as it 
reſpects God's ſpiritual ſubſtance, and theſe effential 
properties or attributes of God, his ſingleneſs or ſim- 
pleneſs, his infiniteneſs, and eternity of exiſtence» 


Simpleneſs, or ſingleneſs, is a property poſſeſſed by 


God himſcif, who had his being in himſelf, conſe- 


quently every thing that is in God is God, There- 
fore without parts, mixture, or compoſition, diveſted 
of quality or adjuncts which creatures have John 5, 
v. 26, as the father hath life in himſelf, fo be hath given 
eto the fon to have life in himſelf; without addition 
or diminution, without change or mutability in his 
nature or will, is now what he has been from, and 
will be what he is to eternity: thus, if God's attri- 


bute of ſingleneſs or ſimpleneſs is communicated to. 


finite beings, finite bcings by being made partakers of 
it, are infinite Gods; but God alone, @ triune 
God, Elobin, is infinite. 


Infiniteneſs is another eſſential property of God, 
incommunicable to his creatures; whereby we are 
taught to conſider his exceeding greatneſs, his om- 
nipotence, his omnipreſence, his omniſcience, He ſup- 
porteth all things by the word of his power, he filleth all 
places both within and without the world, wholly at 
all times; The heaven of heavens is not able ts contatr 
the glory of his majefly. By his omniſcience he beholds 
all his creatures in their actions, thoughts and intents ; 
from his all-ſeeing eye nothing can be hidden, in 


heaven above, earth below, or HE 5 
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God's eternity of exiſtence is another attribute of 
his eſſence incommunicable to his creatures. If we 
poſſeſs of the eternal eſſence of God our ſouls muſt 
have been, as ſome of the heathens imagined, in a pre- 
exiſtent ſtate, previous to their becoming inhabitants 
of our preſent bodies. They, like God himſelf, muſt 
be exempted from all meaſure of time ; 'tis true, we 
have an immortal principle implanted within us, which 
will exiſt to eternity. But when God's attribute of 
eternity is ſpoken of, tis without beginning as well ay 
without ending, Revelations, 1 chap. v. 8, I am Al- 

p ba and Omega, the beginning and the end, Duration to 
eternity, and life from eternity, ſhould ever be con- 
ſidered di ſtindt. Life from eternity, the ſelf- exiſtent 
Jebovah, the firft great cauſe, poſſeſſed in and from 
himſelf, nor did communicate it to any angel or man. 
But ali the angelic hoſts, elect or loſt, Adam, Eve, 
and every ſoul that ever entered into a mortal body, 
formed in the womb of a woman, the ſcripture declares 
fhall endure for ever. Man is become a living ſoul. 
*Tis an abſurd idea that ſome advance, who are ſtre- 
nuous advocates for the communicability of God's ſpi- 
ritual ſubſtance oi eflence, that the ſoul of every man is 
a particle of God. If their ſentiment is juſt, how 
many particles of eſſence have now begun, will begin 
and continue, in eternal bumings! Much more might 
with great facility be advanced to prove that the 
eſſence of God, as it reſpects his ſingleneſs or ſimple- 
neſs, his infiniteneſs, his ſelf-exiſtence from eternity, 
his ab/elute power and wiſdom, knowledge, and fore- 
knowledge, counſel and perfections, are incommuni- 
cable ; 
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cable; but I hope the reader, from what is written 
will evidently diſcover, that an attempt to prove that 
thoſe abſolute eſſential properties of God (which Mr. 
T. Prieſtley undoubtedly referred to in the Cart 
ansLoox1nG-GLass, by ſaying, This is not by a par- 
ticipation of the Divine Eſſence, which is incommu- 
nicable) are communicable, is driving into the very 
diabolical opinion of the Ranters, and ftriving to ſtah 
Deity himſelf. 


The ſoul, through the influence of God the Spirit, 
has communicated into it ſome of the ſhadows and 
glimpſes of che wiſdom, holineſs, juſtice and mercy - 
of God: they come as rays from the abſolute and 
incommunicable attributes of Divine Eſſence. As 
the rays from the material ſun convey to this world 
ſome of its light and heat, all nature, animate and in- 
animate, receive, the ſun's influence, though not of the 
_ eſſential particles of the ſun's body; for that would 
have cauſed a diminution of its magnitude, which is 
evident has not taken place: ſo the ſoul may be 
ſaid to, yea does, partake of the divine nature, though 
not of the ſpiritual ſubſtance, and abſolute attributes 
of divine eſſence. The attributes, of which there are 


ſome reſemblances to be found in the creature, are not 
fo in us as in God, becauſe in him they are eſſential ; 


they are communicated to us in their uſe and benefit, 
though not in their nature, 


The Familiſts formerly did, what it is to be feared 


many of the moderns now do, fall into this error of 
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being made partakers of the ſubſtance of the Godhead. 


They uſed to ſay when they were converted, I am 
Goded, I am Chrifted, but may God grant, reader, 
that you, with myſelf, may never follow their ſteps 
in that reſpe& ; but ſeek earneſtly to have a fello 
ſhip with God in his bohng, and a fellowſhip with 
God in his bleſſedneſs : 


L, Quor Nor is it by a perſonal union with the 
te divine nature.“ 


B. QuT. © How we can have communion with 
« the Holy Ghoſt, without any union to his divine 
« nature, is a myſtery,” 


Anſw. Every ele ſoul is united to Chriſt, incor- 
porated and made a member of the myſtical body, 
whereof Chriſt is the head, Epheſ. 5 chap. v. zo, 
which union the ſcripture figureth by the ſimilitude 
of marriage, and many other reſemblances ; and this 
union with Chriſt, and the communion the believer 


doth at times now, and will eternally enjoy through 


virtue of his union with Chriſt, is inexpreſſible and 
inconceivable. He taſtes, now and then below, an 
earneſt of thoſe ſweets which he ſhall poſſeſs unmixed 
in the regions of eternal day ; therefore his union 
with the divine nature is the very foundation of his 
comfort, the ſpring of his preſent and eternal happi- 
neſs: and if I could believe that the author of the 
CurrsTIan's LooxinG-GLass intended to encou- 
rage that error, of all errors one of the worſt, when he 
ſpeaks 
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ſpeaks of the perſonal union with the divine nature, 
that the fulne/s of the Godhead did not dwell bodily in 
the perſon of Chriſt, and that the ſoul, united to 
Chriſt by a living faith, wrought in it by the powerful 


working of God the Holy Ghoſt, is not united to the 


divine nature, I would burn his work and pity his 
darkneſs. But from what I have been led to diſcern 
from the Loox1nG-GL ass, however the author may 


be blameable for not plainly wording his ideas, and 
explaining his ſentiments, the aſſertions are ſound . 


ſubſtantial divinity ; and it appears to me evident, 
that when he ſpeaks of perſonal union with the divine 
nature, he alludes tothe impoſſibility of a ſoul's being 
united, in perſon or ſubſtance, to the ſpiritual ſubſtance 
or eſſence of God. 


From what few obſervations I have made on the 
incommunicability of the ſpiritual ſubſtance or eſſence, 
and the abſolute attributes of God, and how a ſoul, 
born of God the ſpirit, does receive of the divine 
nature, though i it is not united in perſon or ſubſtance 
to the eſſence or ſpiritual ſubſtance of Jehovah; the 
enlightenened underſtanding muſt diſcover the muddy 
materials of the BaxBzR's ; /ads, and the leaden qua- 
lity of his Razor. I ſhall not ſpend my time in rak- 
ing up thoſe dregs of unjuſt ſlander, filth and acrimo- 
ny, which might be collected from the dirty pages 
publiſhed by Mr. Huntington, but wiſh them as diſ- 
tant from my mind as he (if I may judge by 5 his pub- 
lications) loves to have them ix the preſs. I have en- 


deavoured to remove the principal objeEions he has 
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made to the firſtand ſecond part of the Cyr1sTran's 
'Looxinc-Grass. The meaning of the other quota- 
tions, Mr. Huntington, enintentionally, 'has explain- 
ed, though doubtleſs he conſiders that he has, with 
-great adroitneſs, made the work appear unſound and 
the author a foo/ and an hypocyrte. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


As an impartial man, I muſt declare it as my de- 

cided opinion, that the CaxisTIan's Loox- 
3NG-GLass, however the author has not exhibited 
that eaſy flow of language apparent in ſome poliſhed 


authors of polite literature, yet upon the whole, it is 


A work truly ſuitable for every poor timid ſoul, whilſt 
the hypocrite in Zion is delineated ; and if his con- 
Jcience is not ſeared, it muſt bear evidence to the 
truth of this afſertion-——In doctrinal points it is 


ound: nor it there any ſymptoms of thoſe errors 
which the tzgenious author of the Bax EER in the 
fixtieth page hath attributed unto it.— Here the work 
of the ſpirit on the heart is infiſted on—lſee L. page 
.96—the ſouls coming to Chriſt is declared to be alone 
by the operation of the ſpirit on the heart, page 101. 

. | the 


11 

the evidence of an unregenerate heart, page 109 
the way of ſalvation by faith in Chriſt— the excel - 
lencies of God as ſhining in the perſon of Chriſt Jeſus 
the perſon of Chriſt as God-man—the excellency of 
the knowledge that the believer in Chriſt pofſeflesg 
above that which is natural, L. page 6y—evidences 
of a work in the ſoul, L. page 63—the nature of ex- 
perimental godlineſs is confidered and explained, and 
the ſpiritual warfare deſcribed,——In ſhort, babes, 
young men, and fathers in Chriſt, may there find a 
plain diſh, ſtored with ſuitable proviſions, brought 
through the inſtrumentality of the Lord's ſervant, Mr. 
T. Prieſtley, from Jehovah's ſpiritual ſtores, and ſet 
before them.;,——whilſt formaliſts are reproved, and 
hypocrites warned, and their awful ſtate announced. 
Reader if the deſcription this Glaſs gives of a 
Chriſtian is anſwerable to thy features, hail, happy 
ſoul !—thy ſpots are the ſpots of God's children, thy 
light is the light that can alone be communicated from 
the ſaving influence of the ſpirit of God; 'tis a ray 
from the ſun of righteouſneſs, - and though darkneſs 
may endure for a night fear not—joy ſhall come in the 
morning, ——Perhaps—like me, you may be cumbered 
with many earthly things—have the cares of the world 
frequently knocking at the door of your heart, and 
unbelief ſuggeſting that they will have an aſcendancy 
over you ;—come, fellow tradeſman, and fellow tra- 
veller, be not diſmayed, more is He that is for us 
than all that are againſt us; and though we may not 
meet and know one another below, yet, through diſ- 
tinguiſhing love, and inſinite mercy, we ſhall ſoon 
meet 
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meet at the ſame port - view the ap alory-tag 


the ſame ſong, and Wy 2 the ſame 
blood! 


And ſhouldeſt thou, Reader, know ud of a 
work of grace having been begun on thy ſoul—art 
thou fitting down in a form, without knowing any 
thing of the power of godlineſs P—may the God of 
glory convince thee by his power, and convert thee 
by his grace. Finally, from what I can gather 
from the mind and diſpoſition of the Rev. Mr: T. 
Prieftley from his publication, I am induced to think, 
that ſhould it be in the hand of God the ſpirit a mean 
of convincing one hypocrite of his dreadful ſituations 
and lifting up the hands of thoſe true believers, yet 
timid ſouls, that hang down and chearing the hearts of 


| any of the Lord's tried, diſconſolate, and mourning 


children, he will cry, as the Lord's ſervants did of 
old, Not unto ME, not unto ME, but lo THY name be 


| ALL the glory aſcribed, | 


„% If Mr. Huntington ſhould conſider that 1 
Have, in any part of this little treatiſe, uſed him too 
roughly, he muſt recollet I am a mechanic; and 
therefore am more excuſeable than if I were a public 
Preacher; and if he ſhould, in return, think it ex- 
pedient to uſe me roughly, I aſſure him, ſo long as I 
have zruth on my fide, my feelings will not 1n any great 


meaſure be affefted. 28 0 60 
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